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Overview 

▪ Jebel Marra in Central Darfur remains a humanitarian hot spot, 

with people continuing to be displaced to neighbouring states, 

primarily to North Darfur, where over 90,000 new people have 

been displaced. The majority (90%) of those who have arrived 

in Sortoni, are children and women. The timing of the displace-

ment is critical for children’s education, with over 6,600 grade 

eight student’s  central examinations in jeopardy. The exams 

are due to take place in early March 2016. Sector partners are 

currently assisting the Ministry of Education in organising 

grade eight exams.  

▪ In Blue Nile, 13,500 displaced school-aged children are also 

affected by conflict. Nearly 4,000 of them are now out-of-

school. No assessment has been done recently and more gaps 

are expected to emerge in education supplies, classroom 

space, and WASH facilities. According to the state Ministry of 

Education and sector partners, Damazine and Roseires locali-

ties are the worst affected and most in need of assistance. 
 

Most Urgent Priorities for New Emergencies  

▪ To provide education supplies and logistical support to over 

6,600 displaced grade eight students in Darfur to write their 

exams. 

▪ To restore access to education for 12,450 newly displaced chil-

dren in Sortony where there is currently no operational school 

another 5,850 children in Tawila and 944 in Kabkabia  

▪ To provide temporary learning spaces (TLS), learning supplies 

and WASH for 13,500 (possibly more) displaced children in 

Blue Nile State. Currently 24 additional classrooms need              

construction. 
 

Ongoing Response 

▪ In collaboration with the Ministry of Education (MoE), the sec-

tor partners  are contributing essential education supplies in-

cluding setting-up school WASH facilities to support grade 8 

exams of displaced children in Central and North Darfur states. 

▪ North Darfur: UNICEF is assisting the MoE in establishing TLSs 

for 5,400 children by constructing 52 learning spaces and reha-

bilitating 56 TLS in Mellit, Tawilla, Darelsalm and Kebkabia lo-

calities and three IDP camps ( Zamzam, Abu Shouk and Al-

salam) for Jabal Marra’s newly displaced children. 

▪ Fanga Suk, Jebel Marra, Central Darfur: UNICEF shipped    sup-

plies including tarpaulins, student-teacher kits, recreational 

kits and plastic seating benefitting 2,162 children.  

▪ El Sireaf and Saraf Omra localities, North Darfur: UNICEF    re-

habilitated 36 classrooms and distributed 200 tarpaulins to 

eight schools in El Sireif and one school in Saraf Omra 

(December) benefitting 5,850 students. 

▪ Alazaza, El Garri villages, Roseires locality, Blue Nile:  UNICEF 

and partners constructed twelve classrooms benefitting more 

than 600 children.   
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55%  
funded 

Education Sector Funding  

The sector has been allocated USD $1.9 million from 

the Sudan Humanitarian Fund (SHF), another USD 

$500,000 from CERF Rapid Response is underway. 

Jabel Marra area in Darfur 
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The chart reflects the number of children reached out of the HRP 2015 targeted children (preschool aged, primary school aged, and        

adolescents) supported to access protective learning spaces, to improve the quality of education and strengthen the response capacity of 

education actors. 

Accumulative Education Sector Achievements vis-à-vis HRP Targets – Review 2015 Achievements  

Contextualization of INEE Minimum Standards (MS) for Education in Sudan 

In late November 2015, 37 participants 

from Sudan Education Sector partner 

agencies attended the four day INEE 

(International Network for Education in 

Emergencies) Contextualization work-

shop at UNICEF Sudan headquarters 

(Khartoum). 

Why Sudan? 

In Sudan, poor infrastructure, lack of     

education supplies, limited water and    

sanitation facilities, trained teaching      

personnel and access remain key challeng-

es that hinder the   education     response 

and quality. Despite progress in many are-

as, education partners are still a very far 

from achieving the     globally set INEE 

Minimum Standards in Sudan; contextual-

ization is necessary to set realistic stand-

ards to better guide the education–in-

emergencies response.  

Workshop Objectives  

1) To refresh knowledge of the INEE  

Minimum Standards;  

2) To contextualize standards for Sudan;   

3) To draft the contextualized standards 

document in English and Arabic. 

Overall Approach  

The workshop was planned based on a   

pre-consultation with partners and key 

stakeholders. The workshop aimed to    

refresh participants understanding of the 

INEE MS in order to then review these 

standards and adopt a contextualized    

version for Sudan. The language of       

instruction was Arabic and the standards 

were first drafted in Arabic, with translation 

of the first draft into English to be assisted 

by technical working groups. 

Participation 

The workshop brought together some forty 

participants representing the Federal     

Ministry of Education, State Ministries of 

Education, local and international non-

governmental organizations and UNICEF 

field staff from emergency states. The   

closing session of the workshop was     

attended by UNICEF’s deputy representa-

tive and the state minister of the Federal 

Ministry of Education. In their closing     

remarks, they both highlighted and        

commended the efforts of participants and 

appreciated their enthusiasm and commit-

ment throughout the workshop. 

The Inter-Agency Network for Education in 

Emergencies Minimum Standards (INEE 

MS): Preparedness, Response &         

Recovery define the minimum level of 

access to education and the quality of 

education during emergencies, post con-

flict and early recovery phases. The INEE 

MS are the expression of a commitment 

ensuring that all children, youth and adults 

have the right to a safe and quality educa-

tion tailored to their needs.      Standards 

must be contextualized according to the 

situation, they must be "transposed" and 

adapted to their context to be the most 

relevant and useful to the circumstances 

as they arise. The INEE MS define goals 

for access to quality     education in uni-

versal terms. For           implementation it 

is important to unpack these standards to 

inform realistic,      consensus based, and 

localized goals and actions.  

Bottom front row (seen from left to right): Mais ElReem Zuhaika (head of workshop and overall contextualization 

process), Jumma Khan (Sector Coordinator), Shaya Asindua (then Deputy Representative UNICEF Sudan), 

Mr.Adel-Hafiz Al Sadiq (Minister of State from the Federal Ministry Of Education). 37 participants from local and 

international NGO’s attended the workshop; including six co-facilitators whom assisted in heading the workshop.  

©UNICEF-Sudan 
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Internally Displaced Students Persevere to Complete their Basic Education 

Article by: UMCOR Sudan 

Musab Briema Ali was born in 1997 in 
Um Shaaloba village in West Kordofan 
State and Amani Hassan Mohammad 
Adam was born in 1994 in Al Jalabi  
village in East Darfur State. Both are 
IDPs being educated at the Al Salam 
Mixed School in Adilla town (east of the 
capital Ed Daein). Al Salam Mixed 
School was built by UMCOR in April 
2015 through funding from the Common 
Humanitarian Fund (CHF).  

Musab and his older brothers are being 
raised by his uncle as his parents died 
when he was two years old. Initially, he 
was receiving his education at the Um 
Shaaloba Basic School in the Gibaish 
locality of West Kordofan State, but in 
2007 he had to stop. Between 2007 and 
2011, Musab and his family were     
displaced from West Kordofan State to 
Abu Fetaiha village in northern Adilla 
locality in what is known today as East 
Darfur State where he restarted his  
education at Abu Fetaiha Basic School. 
In 2013, Musab and his family were 
again displaced, only this time to Adilla 

town where he joined Al Salam Mixed 
School in 2013. Today (February 2016) 
Musab is in the seventh grade and pre-
paring to sit his basic level exam next 
year to move up to secondary school. 
Musab wishes to become a famous  
engineer to build his country and help 
his family.  

Along with her four brothers and four 
sisters, Amani Hassan Mohammad  
Adam was enrolled in Al Jalabi Basic 
School. In 2008, Amani’s father trav-
elled to South Sudan to find work and 
the family has not heard from him since. 
At this time, Amani had to stop going to 
school in order to help her family. In 
2013, Amani and her family were     
displaced from their village and moved 
to the Adilla locality. In 2015, Amani 
was able to restart school.  She is cur-
rently in eighth grade and preparing for 
her basic level examinations. She wish-
es to study medicine to help her peo-
ple.  

In East Darfur State, there are          

significant challenges in education. 
UMCOR is receiving funding from CHF 
to rehabilitate school buildings and build 
teacher capacity with an overall goal of 
strengthening the Sudanese education 
system in terms of gender-equity and 
ensuring equal access to education  for 
all children.  

(Left to right) Musab Briema Ali and Amani Hassan 

Mohamed in Al Salam Mixed School, Adilla town, 

“One morning an armed group attacked 

our village. My husband was killed and I 

am now alone with no help to support six 

children” said Samia Dawood, 31, from 

Um Ghubeish village in East Jebel Marra 

in Sudan’s Darfur region. 

When fighting erupted in January last 

year, Samia fled with her children to    

Zamzam camp, North Darfur’s largest IDP 

camp home to 150,000 internally dis-

placed people. 

Samia has nothing to call her own with her 

home, land and livestock taken or de-

stroyed in the attack. As Samia told her 

story, her six children, including her     

eight-month old infant, born in Zamzam, 

stayed close by. 

Samia’s eldest son Mohamed, who is elev-

en, used to attend school and is eager to 

continue his learning. However, there is 

not currently enough space in the camp 

schools for all the children, particularly the 

new arrivals, to attend. 

“There is one school but I have to pay 28 

Sudanese Pounds (about USD 2.80) to 

register Mohamed and then the same 

amount every month” said Samia. “I don't 

have money to buy my children food, let 

alone pay for school.” A camp teacher, 

Sheikh Suleiman, explained that most 

teachers are volunteers so collecting 

school fees helps give them a pay incen-

tive. 

According to Sheikh Suleiman, 284 newly 

displaced children are out-of-school in 

Salooma quarter, just one district of the 

camp.  

The tide may soon turn for Mohamed and 

his sisters. A recent injection of money 

from the OCHA managed Sudan Humani-

tarian Fund (SHF) to the NGO Plan Inter-

national will enable it to expand its educa-

tion projects. The NGO,  one of many 

working in the education sector in Zamam, 

provides textbooks, water       containers 

and blackboards to 26 schools in the 

camp, as well as training for 160 teachers, 

150 of whom are volunteers. With the new 

funding, the NGO will build twelve tempo-

rary, and six                    semi-permanent, 

classrooms in the camp. 

Giving displaced children access to      

education is crucial to their wellbeing, 

schools not only provide the necessary 

skills and knowledge to help free children 

from dependency on humanitarian aid, but 

they also help mitigate the psychological 

impact of violence and displacement.   

Despite the obvious benefits, education 

often comes low on the list of donor      

Children who have received text books at a school in 

Zamzam IDP Camp , North Darfur. 

Families and out-of-school children in Zamzam camp, 

North Darfur 

The trials of educating children in Darfur’s IDP camps 

©UMCOR-Sudan 

©Plan International 

©OCHA Sudan 

Article by: UNOCHA Sudan  

Hyperlink: http://www.unocha.org/top-stories/all-

©OCHA Sudan 
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Sector Partners 

Humanitarian Response Sudan - Education 

www.sudan.humanitarianresponse.info/sectors/

education 

Global Education Cluster 

www.educationcluster.net 

Inter-Agency Network - Education in Emergencies 

www.ineesite.org/en 

Middle East and North Africa (MENA) Out-of-School  

http://www.oosci-mena.org 

Sector Leads 
 

Ministry of Education (Government Lead) 

Abdalla Abugisaisa |abugisaisaabdalla@gmail.com 
 

United Nations Children’s Fund (Lead Agency) 

Jumma Khan | jkhan@unicef.org 
 

Education Sector Information Manager 

Amina Akasha | aakasha@unicef.org 

Key Contacts        Links 

Article by: Danish Refugee Council (DRC) 

Ali Dinar basic school is situated in the 

North IDP camp in Nertiti and is serving 

displaced children in the camp. The 

school has a pupil population of 701  

children comprising 319 boys and 382 

girls. In 2015, the school that has     

class enrolment from first grade to eighth 

grade had only four permanent        

classrooms. More than half of the stu-

dent population was using temporary 

shelters, roofs were built of local        

materials supported by wooden posts 

which had no protection from the       

elements.  

With the support of funding from the Su-

dan Humanitarian Fund (SHF), DRC 

constructed four permanent classrooms 

through a project aimed at improving 

access to inclusive lifesaving education 

for displaced and other vulnerable chil-

dren in the Jebel Marra area of Central 

Darfur.   

The school was also provided with 50 

benches to ensure sitting space for   

between 150 and 200 children in class. 

The newly constructed classrooms are 

used by 432 children comprised of 218 

boys and 214 girls in first to fourth grade. 

The head master of the school acknowl-

edged that children now feel more com-

fortable in classrooms compared to when 

they were sitting in temporary shelters. 

The head master also reported that the 

rates of absence had gone down and the 

general class performance was improved 

which he attributed to a learning environ-

ment that is now free of disruption. More 

teachers were transferred to the school 

upon their own requests and others have 

also placed their transfer requests.  Alt-

hough each of the new classes is ac-

commodating a large class size of 108 

children on average, the children appre-

ciate the classrooms more than the re-

placed the improvised shelters.  

The story of Ali Dinar is a also that of 14 

other schools in Nertiti, Golo, and Roko-

ro localities (Central Darfur) where class-

rooms were either rehabilitated or con-

structed by DRC with CHF funds from 

the 2014 second round allocations. The 

need for improved learning spaces is still 

high in the area. 

Picture of improvised shelters used as classrooms before an 

additional four classrooms were constructed by DRC 

Rehabilitated classrooms in Karoon village, Golo, Central Dar-

Success story: Ali Dinar school, Nertiti, Central Darfur 

©UNICEF 2015– Alastair Beach 
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